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Development commissioner stakes out course for relations with Africa 

 Three years after the launch of the Joint EU-Africa Strategy, this week the European Commission is expected to approve the proposals of Development Commissioner Andris Piebalgs for a new EU strategy on relations with Africa in the years to come.

The strategy paper will outline the EU's priorities for the upcoming summit with the African Union in Libya at the end of this month, and will be made public on Wednesday 10 November.

Commissioner Piebalgs is taking the lead in the process of renewing the basis for EU-Africa relations.

Toby Vogel, writing in European Voice, commented on the launch of the Africa strategy paper: “This reflects how the EU's policy to Africa has been handled in the past. That traditional approach is not unreasonable: the EU's relations with Africa are overwhelmingly driven by the continent's massive development needs. And improving the impact of aid — the focus of the consultation paper — has become even more important, because the global economic crisis has led to cuts to aid budgets and because the world is falling far short of its Millennium Development Goals.”

“But it is nonetheless odd for a development commissioner to take the lead on forming the policy of Europe's strategic partnership with another continent. It is a bit like outsourcing the EU's Russia policy to Günther Oettinger, the European commissioner for energy, or its east-Asia policy to Karel De Gucht, the European commissioner for trade.”

“This is the type of oddity that the restructuring of the EU's foreign-policy apparatus was supposed to remove,” he added.

Wednesday 10 November will also see the European Commission adopt a Green Paper on "EU development policy in support of inclusive growth and sustainable development: Improving the impact of EU development policy".
